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to declare, ** I will keep this sword until the uncle who has gone
to Mecca returns/*22 It must, however, be pointed out that the
story of the conversion of King Cheraman Perumal is based on
legendary accounts only ; and, as in most such stories, many
of its details are open to serious doubts. The names of the
various personages which appear in it cannot be fixed historically ;
Cheraman Perumal is only a title, Sekke Uddln could not
possibly be a contemporary of a ninth century king for the
appellation Dm came into use among Muslims only in the fifth
century of the Hejira, and Malik ibn Dinar was a saint whose
appearance in India is moie than doubtful. But, as Innes23
pointed out, ** We may perhaps infer from this account that the
dynasty reigning at Caranganore came to an end with the
abdication of a Perumal who was converted to Muham-
madanism, possibly in the ninth century."
The Musalmans evidently had acquired great importance at
this period. They were designated by the name of Mappillas
which means either *' a great child ** or a " bridegroom " and
was considered a title of honour. It was bestowed on some
, Christians also, and, in order to distinguish the two communities,
the Christians were called Nussarani Mappillas. Other privileges
were showered upon them. A Musalman could be seated by
the side of a Nambutiri Brahman while a Nayar could not.
The religious leader of the Mappillas, the Thangal, was allowed
to ride in a palanquin alongside of the Zamorin.
Under the patronage and encouragement of the Zamorin, the
Arab merchants settled in large numbers in his dominions, and
not only materially increased his power and wealth by their
trade but directly supported him in his campaigns of aggrandize-
ment. The Zamorins who originally hailed from Nediyiruppa
in Ernad overran Palanad, the neighbouring territory of Porlattiri
Raja, and secured the land thus won at the point of the sword
by a fort at Velapuram. Here, according to tradition, at
22 Logan:  Malabar, Vol.  I,  p.  231.
23 Innes:   Malabar   and   Anjengo   District   Gazetteer.